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any degree of effect might certainly be at-
tained. I mentioned, particularly, that I
would undertake to produce as much circu-
lation as could be required in any patient
who had cholera, in half an hour. Dr.
Russell noticed this, and in the hearing of I
all present told Dr. Barry that I had said so.
Everyone was now satisfied. Drs. Barry

and Russell asked if I would communicate
to them the recipesto make the preparations
I had mentioned. My answer was that,
whenever I was called upon to produce
them for publication, I would do so, and put
whatever I knew would be useful into

writing, in addition. I received most cordial
thanks from Drs. Barry and Russell, for
what they were pleased to call my liberal
conduct. They added, they would delibe
rate, and write to me on the subject, and 1
withdrew.

I now believed that everything was

fairly meant; but, when many days passed
without my hearing from them, I wrote the
following note :-- 

-

" Jan. 5, 1832.
No. 73, Upper Berkeley-st., Portman-sq.
" To the Central Board of Health,-Gen-

tlemen, I beg to ask if you have determined
what course shall be pursued to make pub-
lic the subject I laid before you on Saturday
last, as I am desirous to proceed as speedily
and as effectually as the subject will admit
of; you having observed, very justly, that
the subject was important, and Dressed too
much to allow of delay. I am, Gentlemen,
your most obedient servant,

" T. SHELDRAKE."
I sent this by a special messenger, who

was directed to ask for an answer. He was
asked if he was acquainted with the busi-
ness mv note related to. He said no : and
was then told, that an answer would bE
sent to me in the course of that day. I ther
received the letter which I have placed a
the head of this paper.

In making this statement I have confinec
myself to a simple narrative.

I am, Sir, yours, &c,
T.SHELDRAKE,

73, Upper Berkeley-st., Portman-sq,
Jan. 6th, 1832.

T. SHELDRAKE,

LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I wish you would allow me to
assume the office of critic for a few moments
in a matter connected with the London
Medical Society, which deserves a word or
two of remark. I do not wish to take this

duty out of your own hands, but some
things occur at the meetings of that insti-

tution deserving correction, which may
either not come under your notice at all, or
may escape your comments if they do, and
on this account I crave leave to make a few
remarks on one of them, for I do not see
that any proposition towards a remedy is
likely to be submitted in the Society itself.

Since the cholera has been a subject of
discussion there, the members have, manv
of them, laid aside the good manners which
used to be observed towards speakers-I
allude to the interruption of those who
are addressing the meeting. It is true that
the audience is occasionally goaded into a
breach of politeness by the prosiness of the
speakers themselves, and that there is
precedent for a show of impatience during
long and inappropriate speeches in other im-
portant assemblies. But I do insist eitherthat gentlemen who are allowed to commence
an address should be permitted to spin out
the whole thread of their discourse uninter-

rupted by noises, or that the Chairman him-
self should have power to stop the speeches,
and save the time of the Society. Of these
two the latter is much to be preferred, for
no sign of disapprobation beyond that of
" moving to order," or a direct censure
uttered by a member on his legs, ought ever
to be indulged in a medical association. I
have of late heard even the President him9
self, a calm, gentlemanly, and highly philo-
sophic man, who very rarely says anything
which might not be listened to with satis
faction, it not positive advantage, most un-
pleasantly interrupted by scrapings of the
feet, coughing, andbuzzings of conversation,
and if these continue to prevail I do not
know that in a month any man in the Society
can feel sure when he rises that he shall be

permitted to continue his observations for
more than two or three minutes. As to the
President himself, I do say that as the mem-
bers have elected him to the chair, they
ought to hear him, if it were for half an

hour at a time, with the utmost quiet. It
was by their judgment that he was placed
in the office, and it is now the duty of the
members to show respect to their own decision.
It certainly ought not to be a habit of the
President to speak often in his place, and
when he does speak it ought rather to be at
the close than in the middle of a debate,
except, of course, in the discharge of his
official duties.
The remedy I would propose for the evil

is this. There has been sufficient proof
given during the present session, that gen-
tlemen do not all of them know when they
have said enough. There are, indeed, some
sad prosers at the meetings, and occasion-
ally too a stranjer will come in, who not
knowing what has been said at the meetings

during the last month or two, will, big with
important matter, as he conceives, go over
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some old and most uninteresting ground in
a manner which would wear out the patience
of Job. Now the intimations of this ought
not to be by private whisperings, and look-
ing about, and clearings of the throat, and
shuffling of the feet, and a raised brow and
vacant look from the chair; but the Presi-
dent, knowing, that the speaker is wasting
the time of the Society, ought to rise, and I
with a dignity and courtesy which he is

very unfit for the presidency if he know not
how to use, bring the party to the useful
point at once, by a question or two, and see
if he really has got anything at the end
of his speech worth hearing or not. The
speaker is often like a witness in a box,-he
frequently knows not what is of value to the
Society, and will perhaps be induced to

empty his whole mind before it: but the
President is counsel to the Society, and
(with a decisive manner widely different,
however, from that of a law court) should
by a question or two, or by putting the wit-
ness in a proper train of speech, bring the
matter at once to issue.
Many a one who reads these remarks will

call to mind scores of instances in which the

suggestion might with the greatest advan-
tage have been acted on. Independent of
this, the auditors, knowing that the Presi-
dent has such a mode of proceeding always
open to him, and in his remembrance, would
be reconciled to giving attention to things
which may not seem quite in point, yet
which, under the circumstances, it is desir.
able to tolerate until the speaker is remind-
ed from the chair itself that his matter is

superfluous or extraneous. The patience of
the members might be trespassed on a little
sometimes, but placed on such a footing as
this, abuse of it could not occur often, and
would be better borne than rudely stopped
by the harsh noises of a common debating
society. Trusting my remarks will be re-
ceived in good spirit, and not forgotten, I
am, Sir, your obedient servant,

P. T. CRITICUS.
March 20th, 1832.

ADDRESS

TO THE

MEDICAL PROFESSION, AND TO
THE PUBLIC GENERALLY.

[At the request of the Association, con-
veyed through the honorary secretaries Mr.KING and Dr MORRIS, the following docu
ment is introduced into our pages.&mdash;ED. L.]

THE present alarm respecting the disease
which is now said to exist in London and
its vicinity under the name of cholera, is
maintained by some to be unfounded or ex-’

aggerated ; while by others it is asserted
that this alarm is neither without cause,
nor disproportionate to the danger. Whence
such diversity of opinion may have origi-
nated, has not been ascertained; nor has it
been discovered whether there is any rea-
sonable cause for the prevalence of opinions
so opposed.

This unsettled state of the public mind
has been productive of consequences the
most pernicious. Our national relations
have been injured; our internal prosperity
has been shaken. The medical profession
have been aspersed by one party, as en-
couraging panic without cause; and by
another, as concealing from the public eye
the real nature and the full extent of the
disease.
To clear the character of the medical

faculty of these aspersions by inquiring
I into the actual causes of this general alarm,
and to reconcile these conflicting opinions,
a medical association has been formed, to
investigate the nature, modes of propaga-
tion, extent and treatment of that disease,
and lay candidly before the public the re-
sults of its inquiries. As this Association
belongs to no exclusive party, it advocates
no exclusive views. The practitioners of
whom it is composed espouse no theory;
they support no faction : their bond of union
is the public good : their common object is
the cause of truth. Their interests are

promoted neither by encouraging excite-
ment, nor by resisting just alarm. If the
disease known under the name of cholera
exist in London, their object is to ascertain
its extent, to elucidate its causes, to explain
its management, and to restore the tran-

quillity of the public, by an honest state-
ment of the truth.
An Association formed with motives so

pure, and an object so important, can have
no enemies but those of science and of man-
kind. They, therefore, look to the public
for countenance, and to the profession for
assistance. They more especially solicit
the co-operation of the medical ollicers of

parishes and guardians of the poor. As

they intend no opposition, they anticipate
no resistance. In the truest spirit of phi-
lanthropy have they been organised, and
with the most rigid respect to truth and
candour will all their labours be conducted.

They feel that the principles which they
follow can lead them only to truth, and they
are persuaded that the plan upon which
these principles shall proceed, can scarcely
fail to ensure ultimate success.
I The proceedings of the Association shall
at all times be open to inspection ; the re-

gister* for the admission of members is
__________________________

* At the house of Dr. Morris, 17, Southampton
’ Street, Strand.


